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The following worship services will be in-person and live-streamed. You can find recordings of our
worship services on YouTube by searching “Springfield Presbyterian Church NJ” or finding the link on our
website and click on the worship service date.

November 27th, 10:15 a.m., First Sunday in Advent—“Hope”
December 4th, 10:15 a.m., Second Sunday in Advent—“Peace”
December 11th, 10:15 a.m., Third Sunday in Advent—“Joy”
December 18th, 10:15 a.m., Fourth Sunday in Advent—“Love”
December 24th, 4:00 p.m., Christmas Eve (Note the time.)- Service includes pageant and
candle lighting.
December 25th, 10:15 a.m., Christmas Morning- A Service of Lessons and Carols

AND PARENT’S NIGHT OUT IS BACK!
DEC. 9TH from 6:30 – 9:00pm
All pre-registered/prepaid children will enjoy making quality crafts
that are wrapped for gift giving, while their parents take some time to
themselves. Pizza will be served to the children at 6:30pm followed by supervised crafts.
Parents return at 9pm for pick-up. The cost is $20 per child and the rewards are priceless!
Call Lisa at 908-447-7399.

SPRINGFIELD CLERGY ASSOC RECEIVES PRAISE!
If you attended the Community Thanksgiving Service on 11/20, it was clear that we are
blessed to have local clergy who respect each other and genuinely like coming
together for the community events. Here is an excerpt from an email received by an
attendee: “…You can see the closeness and unity amongst you all and it became so
evident how much you love each other, our G-d, His people and our community as the
service commenced. Thank you for walking in your G-d given gifts and calling to serve
Him in love and to shepherd His people…”

Stewardship Sunday—December 18th -

Thank you for keeping your pledges current during 2022.
We will be dedicating our 2023 pledges on December 18th. Please return your pledge card via mail, or
place in the collection basket on Sunday. We ask that you do so by December 15th.

Advent Devotions

We have included devotions for the season of Advent on the website for you to follow on line. If you prefer
to receive a hard copy, contact the church office at 973-379-4320 and a hard copy will be mailed to you.

The entire church staff wishes you all a very Blessed and

and a Happy New Year!
Madelynne Lindsey, CRE, Interim Pastor
Rev. Roberto Fois, Associate Pastor of Outreach and Community Engagement
Linda Jurczak, Office Administrator
Steve Kitsko, Treasurer
Heather Francis, Treasurer’s Assistant
Linda Amiano, Financial Secretary
Lisa Guida, Christian Education Director
Liliya Khobotkova, Music Director
Jonah Glass, Children’s Choir Director
Dorothy Torres, Custodian

FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR LINDSEY

Twinkling lights and candles everywhere remind us that Jesus is the
light of the world that came to dispel the darkness.
Christ is born! Give him Glory!
Christ has come down from heaven! Receive him!
Christ is now on earth! Exalt him!
O earth, sing to the Lord!
O you nations, praise him in joy,
For he has been glorified!
Advent is a time of expectation and hope. “Advent” means “arrival” or
“coming,” and it prompts us to pause each day in December and remember
why Jesus came at Christmas. The story of Christ’s birth, to fleeing parents
in a humble stable, still has the ability to capture our imaginations and
challenge our hearts. And so, despite all the stressing and spending this time
of year, Christmas can still be a blessed reminder of the simplest and most
profound things in life, and the loving God who came to save them. Through
prayer, we can enter into God's world and ask Him to prepare our hearts the
way He prepared all of history to receive the gift of His Son. Ask the Father
to use this time during Advent to cut away the distractions and make your
life a place of warmth and openness. Amen!
May the Peace of the Lord be with you all,
Pastor Madelynne Lindsey

December 2021
2-Rita Dauser, Helen Gallardo
4-Carol Kaiser
5-Lisa Guida
8-Samantha Werner
10-Robert Meringer
13- Herbert Gallardo
15-Tom Hale
26-Marilyn Madison
WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY TO CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY. IF IT
DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE TOWER, PLEASE SHARE YOUR INFO
WITH THE OFFICE STAFF. THANK YOU!

January 2022
1-Michele Faraone;
5-Marian Briggs; 6- Aiden Jimdar;
7- Akachukwu Ihekwoaba Obiako ;
9- Richard Scott;
15- Chad Jimdar, Marie Parry;
16 – Allison Lau; 19 – Lucas Peter Gutin
21-Dawn Hartman, Charlotte Kotch
23-Daniel Donnelly; 26-Virginia Meringer;
27- Amelia Kotch; 29-Eugene Schramm;
30-Donald Auer;

The Sip ‘n Paint evening was a great success, and it looks like we have quite a group of
artists in our midst! Many thanks to Lisa and Skyla for making this possible!

Some thoughts from Rev. Roberto Fois

Supply Chain Issues Affect Christmas
“… if this coming Christmas Santa is not available because of labor shortages and supply chain issues, try calling
on Jesus. He is always available.”
The reality is that we are under tremendous social pressure to decorate, shop, prepare, cook, sweat over the gift
list trying to calculate what we can afford, who’s going to be left out and whether the toys for the grandchildren will
get here on time…
It doesn’t have to be that way. That’s why we decorated the sanctuary to signal a journey, not a shopping season.
Looking at the front space from right to left, you will first notice the baptismal font, to remind us of the promises of
our baptism, the rebirth that we are called to experience every day.
In some traditions, the baptismal font is placed at the entrance of the church. This is often interpreted as the
obstacle that one must overcome to “become” a member of the faith. I find that interpretation exclusionary, as
Christ never required anyone to go through any rite to follow him and that is why I believe the baptismal station
belongs in the front of the church on equal footing with the other symbols of our faith; not as a gateway into
membership, but as a channel of grace bestowed upon those who would have it. We baptize infants, children, and
adults with no other requirement than the recognition of the unearned grace of God in Christ. It’s not a closed gate
of which the church holds the key, but a welcome sign.
Next to the baptismal station is the communion table, a reminder of God’s intervention in human history in the
person of Jesus Christ, leaving behind palpable and powerful embodied elements of bread and wine, the body of
Christ to whom we all belong.
Above it is the lectern (or pulpit) from which the WORD is read and proclaimed, a central tenant of our reformed
faith and the source of our inspiration and call.
Yes, we also add garlands and greens to symbolize the season and to increase the sense of festivity that we hope
will permeate our holidays.
This Advent and Christmas season I invite you to resist
the temptation to ‘one-up’ your neighbor with lights and
inflatable toys and focus instead on the journey that
leads to renewal and rebirth. By all means, don’t
disappoint the grandchildren, but add a healthy helping
of Christ to the Christmas list.
Peace be with you.

Pastor Roberto

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
Our CHRISTMAS SUNDAY POINSETTIA display will be
on December 18th
The cost is $15.00/plant.
Please place your orders with payment to the Church as
soon as possible and no later than the 14th so your name will
be on the dedication list.

YOUR NAME ______________________________________________________
IN MEMORY/HONOR OF____________________________________________

_____I will be leaving my plant
_____I will be taking my plant after the Christmas Eve service.
We will make the plants available for pick-up after the 12/18 worship service for those
who would like it before the holiday.

Number of plants___________x $15.00=_______________________

Check #_____________________

Envelope #_________________
(if available)

Please mail this form with your check payable to First Presbyterian Church to the church office: 37 Church
Mall, Springfield, NJ 07081 . It must arrive in the office by 12/14 to be included in the dedication roll.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PLACE LABEL HERE

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PRAYS - We meet via Zoom for 20-30 min to pray for
each other, the needs of the world, our country, state, county and town and for any other
good reason. Meeting ID: 869 4129 7429 Passcode: 411879 One tap mobile
+13092053325,,86941297429#,,,,*411879# US
Please join us via video or phone each Monday at 8:00am and Friday at 4:00pm.
Prayer Works!

The link for the meeting is as follows:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86941297429?pwd=bkxBTzNSVk1yT09TdWZxTXFSS0dGdz09

Come Worship With Us!
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday, December 4th – In-Person and Live-streamed service at 10:15am
Sunday, December 11th - In-Person and Live-streamed service at 10:15am
Sunday, December 18th - In-Person and Live-streamed service at 10:15am
Friday, December 24th Christmas Eve Service with Pageant and Candlelight at 4:00pm
Sunday, December 25th – Christmas morning Service of Lessons and Carols at
10:15am

