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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

You may or may not be aware that three of our youth just came back from a “Sr. High Schoolers retreat” at 
Camp Johnsonburg last weekend. What you likely DO know…is that when kids (especially teenagers) are asked 
about something, they are prone to giving simple, one-word answers. “How was school today?” ,“Fine”. What 
did you learn today? “Nothing”. You know the routine… 

So…I was eager to hear from our teens what their retreat experience was like, in their own words. They 
learned that “God can be experienced and felt through all of their senses and everywhere and in everything 
they do”.   They also participated in an activity where they made “water” by making sounds that created a 
ripple effect and learned the power of how hearing other’s stories about God can have an impact in their 
lives.”  

What does this have to do with Advent? Everything! 

Preparing for Christmas can be daunting. It’s mixed with lots of different emotions; treasured memories, 
family traditions and reconnecting with friends and loved ones. It can trigger anxiety, perfectionism, and often 
grief. It also takes a lot of effort and energy and sometimes welcome and unwelcome surprises.  

Imagine if, this Advent, like our youth, we too took the time to “intentionally experience God through all our 
senses, in everywhere we go and in everything we do”. Imagine if we too, could “create a ripple effect of the 
love of Jesus Christ and had an impact on other’s lives” by sharing our stories of Hope, Joy, Peace and Love to 
others who tend to get caught up in the holiday madness or who are struggling this Advent? 

Advent and Christmas will come and go this year like every other. What are we going to do to make this 
Advent and Christmas a time of Hope, Joy, Peace and Love? Well, I think it starts with remembering that God 
goes before us and is WITH US “everywhere we go and in everything we do”. It starts with intentionally 
“creating a ripple effect so that others experience” Hope, Joy, Peace and Love FROM us. It starts with being 
open to what God has in store this year, so that we can ALL prepare and receive the light of Christ that no 
amount of darkness (chaos, anxiety, apathy or even grief) can overcome it. 

May it be so for us all.  

In Christ, 

Rev Jen 

THE TOWER 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Sanctuary: 210 Morris Avenue 

         Office/Parish House: 37 Church Mall, Springfield, NJ 07081 
          Phone: 973-379-4320      www.SpringfieldPresbyterian.org 

 



 
 
 

“Pop-Up” ADVENT BIBLE STUDY – 
EACH TUESDAY IN ADVENT AT 7PM VIA ZOOM 

 
During this time of hustle and bustle, shopping and wrapping,  

(and plenty of stress!) 
don’t forget to give yourself the greatest Christmas gift of all……some time to stay grounded 

in the  “REASON FOR THE SEASON” 
 

Join Rev. Jen each Tuesday evening in Advent (via Zoom),  
to enjoy a Light-hearted/Light-Filled bible study that will help keep perspective of this most 

wonderful time of the year. 
 

Mark your calendar and join with your church family and friends- 
Dec. 2, 9, 16 & 23-7PM 

all from the comfort of your own home and as your schedule allows. 
 
Same link for each week:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87424976273?pwd=7msUBBTmoWm58XYiVtQdDCT3dCdjST.1 
 
Meeting ID: 874 2497 6273 
Passcode: 248713 
 

Let the miracle of Christ  
come into your heart and home this Advent! 

 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87424976273?pwd=7msUBBTmoWm58XYiVtQdDCT3dCdjST.1


TOWN TREE LIGHTING – WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 5:30-8:00PM AT TOWN HALL 
Join the Outreach Committee members as we celebrate the community kick-off to the 
holiday season.  Snacks, music and entertainment provided by the Recreation Department 
and other civic organizations. (rain date: 12/4) 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

On Sunday, December 14th,  

instead of Fellowship Hour in the Chapel, 

 all are invited to the Manse from 2-5pm to help Rev. Jen 

decorate her Christmas tree, Help  our kids bake 

Christmas cookies, and decorate gingerbread houses!   

 We’ll assemble some care packages for our homebound 

members so they will enjoy the love of this church family! 

Please sign up at the info table, so we can be sure to have 

enough refreshments ready for you when you arrive! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The entire church staff wishes you all a very  

Blessed and Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year! 

 

 
Rev. Jen VanZandt, Pastor and Head of Staff 

Linda Jurczak, Office Administrator  
Heather Francis, Treasurer’s Assistant 

Linda Amiano, Financial Secretary & Office Assistant 
Lisa Guida, Christian Education Director 

Liliya Khobotkova, Music Director 
Marcello Fois, Youth Choir Director 
Yorleni Carvajal Castro, Custodian 

Chris Ortiz, Communications Specialist 
Katie Zarember, Audio Video Media Technician  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
Our CHRISTMAS SUNDAY POINSETTIA display will be 

on December 21st     
The cost is $15.00/plant. 

Please place your orders with payment to the Church 
as soon as possible and no later than the 15th so 

your name will be on the dedication list. 

 

 

 
YOUR NAME ______________________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY/HONOR OF____________________________________________ 
 
 
_____I will be leaving my plant 
 
_____I will be taking my plant after the Christmas Eve service. 
 
We will make the plants available for pick-up after the 12/21 worship services for 
those who would like it for the holiday. 
 
 
Number of plants___________x $15.00=_______________________ 
 
 
 
 
Check #_____________________                          Envelope #_________________ 
        (if available) 
 
 
 

Please mail this form with your check payable to First Presbyterian Church to the church office: 37 

Church Mall, Springfield, NJ 07081 .  It must arrive in the office by 12/18 to be included in the 

dedication roll. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 “Christmas Pageant The Movie!!” will be shown  

During worship  
Sunday, December 21st 

 
This is video pre-recorded with our Christian 
Education students and volunteers to show a 
more modern interpretation of the greatest 

story ever told! 
Thanks to Chris Ortiz, our Communications 

Specialist for presenting a new and creative way 
to share the story of Christ’s birth! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
                               
 

                 December 2024 
  2-Rita Dauser 
  4-Carol Kaiser 
  5-Lisa Guida  
  8-Samantha Werner  
10-Robert Meringer  
15-Tom Hale  
 
WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY TO CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY. IF IT 
DOES NOT APPEAR IN THE TOWER, PLEASE SHARE YOUR INFO 
WITH THE OFFICE STAFF.  MONTH AND DAY ARE FINE. THANK YOU! 

January 2025 
21-Dawn Hartman 
23-Daniel Donnelly;  
26-Virginia Meringer; 
29-Eugene Schramm;  
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025 
There will be a special meeting of the Congregation of the First Congregation 

of the Presbyterian Church at Springfield on Sunday, December 7, 2025 
following the 10:15am worship service, for the purpose of electing new 

officers.  No other business may be brought before this meeting. 
 

s/R. Dawn Clarke 
Clerk of Session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wreaths Across America – Saturday, December 13, 2025 
The Church and Cannon Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution will be 

conducting a Wreaths Across America service at Noon in the Parish House Auditorium 
prior to the wreath-laying at the veteran graves in the First Presbyterian Church 

Revolutionary War-era cemetery on Church Mall.  This is a public event and all are 
welcome to attend.  Rev. Jen Van Zandt will be participating in the service that 
includes a tribute to each branch of the Armed Forces, representatives from the 
American Legion, Springfield-Hillside Elks, Township Committee and a special 

presentation by the Union High School Jr. ROTC.   
 

The DAR greatly appreciates the use of the Parish House auditorium for this annual 
community event being celebrated across the nation. All are welcome to attend. 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS WORSHIP CALENDAR 
November 30th - 10:15 a.m., First Sunday in Advent—“Hope”  
December 7th - 10:15 a.m., Second Sunday in Advent—“Peace”  
December 14th - 10:15 a.m., Third Sunday in Advent—“Joy” with Christmas Cantata. 
December 21st - Fourth Sunday in Advent – “Love” includes Christmas Pageant 
December 24th -  Christmas Eve - 9:00 p.m., Service includes candle lighting, special music  

and communion. 
December 28th - 10:15am Lay Service of Lessons and Carols. 

PLACE LABEL HERE 


