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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Sunday, October 2nd is World Communion Sunday.
“Celebration of World Wide Communion Sunday
was adopted as a denominational practice in the
Presbyterian Church (US) in 1936. Churches in other
denominations were invited to celebrate with us from
the beginning, but it wasn’t until 1940 when the
Department of Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches (a
predecessor body of the National Council of Churches) promoted extending
the celebration to a number of churches around the world that the practice
became widespread. Today, World Communion Sunday is celebrated
around the world, demonstrating that the church founded on Jesus Christ
peacefully shares God-given goods in a world increasingly destabilized by
globalization and global market economies based on greed.
…World Wide Communion symbolizes the effort to hold things together, in
a spiritual sense. It emphasizes that we are one in the Spirit and the
Gospel of Jesus Christ” - PC(USA) Missions.

NOTICE OF BOARD MEETING IN OCTOBER
Session will meet on Monday, October 3rd at 7:00pm via Zoom. Please contact Dawn
Clarke if you are unable to attend 973-379-4520.

1 Dawn Dauser Doherty
6 May Smith
15 Ruth Ammerman
15 Jessica Hecking
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22
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26

Donald Dauser
Amirah-Grace Sarno
Ifeyinwa Okobi
Oliver Bogden
Brandy Jimdar

PLEASE NOTE:
BIRTHDAYS ARE PROVIDED FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP DATA BASE. (ONLY MONTH AND DAY ARE
PRINTED) IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS MISSING FROM OUR NEWSLETTER, PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE
WITH YOUR INFO SO THAT IT WILL BE INCLUDED NEXT TIME.

Greetings From the Desk of Pastor Lindsey

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
The blessed person—one who follows and considers the words of God (Psalm
1:1–2)— is like a tree planted by streams of water. They are spiritually
healthy, vibrant, productive, and successful because they take advantage of
an abundant supply of the water of God's Word. In such a person's life, the
inspired Word becomes the illustrated Word—he or she obeys and lives out
the truths of God's Word. Blessed people bear the fruit of the Spirit: love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol (Galatians 5:22–23).
Every fruit grower knows it would be unwise to plant a fruit tree in the
middle of a desert, far from a water source. The tree's leaves would wither,
and the tree would never yield any fruit. For fruit trees to grow healthy and
bear fruit, they must enjoy an abundant supply of water.
It should be noted that fruit does not grow as soon as a tree is planted, but
the fruit will appear in season. The spiritually productive life is one of
growth, and in due season the consistent watering with God's Word will bear
fruit. The main application here is spiritual—while earthly success is more
likely when we follow truth, material prosperity is not always guaranteed for
all believers.
This week the Presbytery has designated, “The Intersection Between Race
and Poverty.” What does that mean? Race and social classes play a
significant role from a cross-cultural perspective, and the relationship
between these notions is based on bias and intolerance. Inequality is a
historical remnant, which, nevertheless, is reflected in modern society and is
an actual problem. Racial or ethnic minorities are disproportionately affected
by poverty; and the lack of education, adequate housing and health care
transmits poverty from generation to generation.
As we ponder some of the injustices at the hands of those who choose to
discriminate in every way possible, let us be the healthy fruit that bears fruit
of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control. Amen.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Madelynne Lindsey

Come Join Us!

Apple & Pumpkin Picking
Saturday, October 15, 2022 -10:00am
37 Church Mall
We will car pool from the Parish House to our destination.
Enjoy apple and pumpkin picking (at your cost) then return to the
chapel to enjoy our lunch.
Craft to follow.
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BAGGED LUNCH.
DRINKS AND DESSERT WILL BE PROVIDED.
Questions? Please speak with Mrs. Guida

NEW PRAYER MEETINGS VIA ZOOM TO BEGIN MONDAY, OCTOBER 3RD

We will meet for 20-30 min to pray for each other, the needs of the world, our country, state,
county and town and for any other good reason or no reason at all, other than to be in the
presence of God and each other. The link for the meeting is as follows:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86941297429?pwd=bkxBTzNSVk1yT09TdWZxTXFSS0dGdz09
Meeting ID: 869 4129 7429 Passcode: 411879
One tap mobile +13092053325,,86941297429#,,,,*411879# US

Please join us each Monday at 8:00am and Friday at 4:00pm. Prayer Works!

Members of “Distortion” Band

3rd Annual Community Day on 9/18/22. Pictured: Rev. Fois, Carol and Pat

The 3rd Annual Dave Mitchell Community Day was a great success on
9/18/2022 on the grounds of Town Hall. Rev. Fois and volunteers from the
church passed out giveaways to community members attending the event.
It was a beautiful day, with lots of fun activities for all. The next community
event will be on October 16th at the Springfield Street Fair-volunteers
welcome!

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR ROBERTO
The Difference Between Heaven and Hell.
… for I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger, and you welcomed me, I was naked, and you gave me clothing, I
was sick, and you took care of me, I was in prison, and you visited me.’ (Matthew 25:35-36 NRSVUE)
The story goes that St Peter invited a journalist to visit and write an article about the
difference between Heaven and Hell. Upon entering the gates of Hades, the journalist
noticed a very long table loaded with a sumptuous variety of delicious foods.
Around the table were seating men and women who look emaciated and covered in bruises
and scratches. “Odd – the journalist thought – how can someone with such abundance of
food can look that hungry and beat-up?”
Soon the visitor noticed that each person had a long fork and a long spoon tied to their
arms, so that, while they were able to easily reach the food, they were unable to put the
food in their own mouth, no matter how hard they tried. Instead, they bumped and scratched
their faces and dropped the uneaten food on and off the table. So much effort, but no
satisfaction.

The journalist was then taken to Heaven where, to his surprise, he found an identical table
with an identical amount of food. The people around it had also their arms tied to long forks
and spoons, but unlike the people in Hell, they looked satisfied, well fed and happy to be
there.
The visitor soon discovered that, rather than each person trying to stuff their own mouth,
they used the long forks and spoons to reach the mouth of the person across the table. By
everyone feeding the person opposite to them, everyone got the nourishment they required,
and no one was hungry. That is the difference between Heaven and Hell.

Our church, in cooperation with various congregations and other organizations in
Springfield, is creating the SHARE Alliance. S.H.A.R.E. stands for Sowing Hope and
Reaping Equity and is our effort to use the long tools we have been given to make sure that
everyone is fed.
SHARE needs volunteers. We need your prayers, your
time, your donations of food and money and your
willingness to reach across the table and share in the
incredible abundance that has been given to us. The
immediate need is for people to come forward and help
organize.
Stay tuned for more information and pray that God will
bless our efforts with grace and enthusiasm.
Prayer: Creator of Heaven and Earth. Sometimes in our
efforts to care for our own needs to fail to realize that the
way to satisfaction is found in caring for each other’s
needs, in reaching out across the table, across the
street, across town and give food, water, cloths and love. Help us to do so. Amen.
AN UPDATE ON OUR MISSION INITIATIVES

SHARE and ASH to Move Forward
You might have heard through the grapevine that Session has approved proposals
for our main mission projects going forward. The SHARE Alliance and the After School
Home (ASH).
The S.H.A.R.E. Alliance (Sowing Hope And Reaping Equity) is a consortium of
congregations and other organizations in Springfield who seek to address the issue of food
security in our county.
We are in the process of upgrading our kitchen to code, giving us the ability to open
a Soup Kitchen, prepare, distribute and serve meals to those in need. Once the kitchen is
usable (and inspected) we want to begin our
services as soon as possible, starting with once a
month.
In addition to the Soup Kitchen, we will use
our space downstairs to host a community food bank
and distribute wholesome and nutrient-dense food
items, including – when possible – perishables.

The After School Home (A.S.H) seeks to provide safe space for middle and high school
students after their school day is over.
We will offer space for them to do homework, and – equally important – space and support
so that they can organize clubs (music, dance, poetry, rap, spoke word, etc.)

To create further incentives for participation, we will open a game room, called Joan Of
Arcade, which will feature modern and classis game consoles. Access will be available
upon signing through a dedicated website.
These programs need volunteers. We need your prayers, your time, your donations of food
and money and your willingness to reach across the table and share in the incredible
abundance that has been given to us. The immediate need is for people to come forward
and help organize.
Reach out to Pastor Roberto (rfois@springfieldpresbyterian.org or 973.379.4320) if you
would like to participate.
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SAVE THE DATES!

November Events:
• Prayer meetings via Zoom each Monday at 8am & Friday at 4pm
• Sunday, November 6th - Daylight Savings time ends
(clocks “fall” back one hour Sat. night)
• Monday, November 21st – Community Thanksgiving Service-TBA
• Thursday, November 24th - Thanksgiving
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